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Clay L. Shaw Dies at Maine ; 
Was Cleared in JFK Death 


NEW ORLEANS, Aug. 15 
(AP) — Clay L. Shaw died to- 
day at his home, 5 Vz years 
after a state court jury ac- 
quitted him of a charge that 
he conspired in the murder 
of President John F. Ken- 
nedy in 1963. 

Mr. Shaw, 60, former di- 
rector of the International 
Trade Mart in New Orleans, 
had been ill since February, 
when he was stricken while 
driving his car and under- 
went surgery for removal of 
a blood clot. 

Although Mr. Shaw re- 
tired in 1965, with plans to 
travel and rest, he had to go 
back to work when his legal 
fight against District Attor- 
ney Jim Garrison’s charges 
used up his modest fortune. 

He resigned May 31 as 
manager of the renovation 
of the French Quarter’s 
French Market, a tourist 
mecca project he had 
guided from its start in 1971 
to actual construction. 

Mr. Shaw was summoned 
to Garrison’s office on 
March 1, 1967, and charged 
with conspiring with Lee 
Harvey Oswald and others 
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in the presidential assassina- 
tion. 

Gaps and conflicts eventu- 
ally tarnished the Garrison 
investigation. 

“After a couple of months 
it became quite clear that 
the case had no real rela- 
tionship to the assassina- 
tion, ” Mr. Shaw said. 

On March 1, 1969, he was 
acquitted. The jury deliber- 


ated less than an hour after 
a trial that lasted a month. 

Garrison also tried to 
bring Mr. Shaw to trial on . 
perjury charges after he 
was acquitted of the conspir- 
acy allegation, but U.S. Dis- 
trict Judge Hebert W. Chris- 
tenberry ruled that the per- 
jury charges had been filed 
in bad faith and dismissed 
them. 

“I often wonder what I 
would have happened to me i 
had I been penniless and ! 
without friends.” Mr. Shaw j 
said. “Justice can be a costly J 
process.” 

At the time of his death, 
Mr. Shaw had a $5 million 
U.S. District Court damage 
suit pending against Garri- 
son and a group of men who 
had financed the investiga- 
tion. 

In World War II Mr. Shaw 
was an Army major, deputy 
chief of staff to Brig. Gen. < 
C. O. Thrasher during the 
battle of France. 

In New Orleans, he was so 
active at his hobby of restor- 
ing French Quarter homes 
that he was called a “one- 
man restoration society.” t 


